
The European Inter-University Centre for Human 
Rights and Democratisation (EIUC), identified by 
the Regulation (EC) N° 1889/2006 of The European 
Parliament and the Council establishing a financing 
instrument for the promotion of democracy and 
human rights worldwide, is one of the main European 
academic institutions supported by the European 
Union to pursue the continued promotion of human 
rights and democratisation through education, 
specialised training, research cooperation, and an 
expanding range of other activities. 
EIUC is committed to fostering a community of 
leaders with professional competence, problem-
solving capacities and creativity to improve human 
rights implementation worldwide. EIUC is an 
interdisciplinary Centre formed by the following 41 
European universities:
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EIUC is supported by

The European Master’s Programme in Human 
Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) is EIUC’s 
main teaching programme. It is an intensive one-
year advanced master’s programme to educate 90 
professionals annually in the field of human rights and 
democratisation. It is an inter-disciplinary programme 
that reflects the indivisible links between human rights, 
democracy, peace and development.

The venue of E.MA and EIUC is the graceful Benedictine 
Monastery of San Nicolò, situated on the laguna side 
of the Lido di Venezia. 
The monastery was founded in the 11th century and 
transformed into a Renaissance cloister in the 16th 
century. After the suppression of the Benedictine order 
in 1770, the monastery was re-opened by Franciscan 
monks for educational purposes. 
In 1998, the City of Venice generously conceded use of this 
architectural and historical monument as the seat of EIUC.
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